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Exceptional Events Demonstrations

EPA’s PM NAAQS proposal (a lowered NAAQS) will result in many more exceptional events

EPA’s RIA points out the challenge of identifying exceptional events

Wildfire smoke events with regulatory significance increasing in number

Difficult to organize required elements “in case needed later”

Require significant staff resource time

Several required elements
Tracking down data for events as they become 

“regulatorily significant”
Scientific expertise required
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Figure 3: Number of Wildfire 
Exceptional Event 
Demonstrations Submitted to 
EPA, and EPA Decisions, Fiscal 
Years 2013–2020, as of Sept. 1, 
2022 

Note: EPA did not receive any exceptional 
event demonstrations for wildfires occurring 
in 2019. According to the National 
Interagency Fire Center, 2019 was a below-
average year in the United States for both fire 
frequency and size.
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Goals for the EE Demo Tool

• Semi-automate needed elements of EE demonstration

• Allow use by many agencies without need for software installation

• Allow for evolution of the demonstration elements

• Low-cost

• Streamline EE demo burden for state, local, Tribal agencies

• Allow multiple staff at each agency to work on demonstration

• Coordinate with EPA –tool creates efficiencies in review and 
concurrence processes
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Roles 

Special thanks to the 
architects of the tool, 

Melissa Maestas and Ranil 
Dhammapala at SCAQMD

Manage and coordination 
by WESTAR/WRAP

Tab owners develop and 
improve the tabs

• Code owners R coders 

• Content owners are EE demo 
development experts

Demonstration authors use 
the tool to prepare EE 

demonstration

EPA provides feedback 
through concurrence/non-

concurrence and 
consultation with state, 

local and Tribal agencies
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Tabs for each element
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Choose monitor data
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Questions?
maryuhl@westar.org
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