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Exceptional Events Demonstrations

Require significant staff resource time

Tracking down data for events as they become
“regulatorily significant”

Several required elements

Scientific expertise required

Difficult to organize required elements “in case needed later”

NS

Wildfire smoke events with regulatory significance increasing in number

NS

EPA’s PM NAAQS proposal (a lowered NAAQS) will result in many more exceptional events

EPA’s RIA points out the challenge of identifying exceptional events




Figure 3: Number of Wildfire
Exceptional Event
Demonstrations Submitted to
EPA, and EPA Decisions, Fiscal
Years 2013-2020, as of Sept. 1,
2022

Note: EPA did not receive any exceptional
event demonstrations for wildfires occurring
in 2019. According to the National
Interagency Fire Center, 2019 was a below-
average year in the United States for both fire
frequency and size.

Number of submitted exceptional event demonstrations

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

l:l Concurred/partially concurred
- Placed on hold (deferred)

Source: GAO analysis of Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) data. | GAO-23-104723
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Goals forthe EE Demo Tool

« Semi-automate needed elements of EE demonstration

 Allow use by many agencies without need for software installation
 Allow for evolution of the demonstration elements

* Low-cost

 Streamline EE demo burden for state, local, Tribal agencies
 Allow multiple staff at each agency to work on demonstration

* Coordinate with EPA —tool creates efficiencies in review and
concurrence processes
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Tabs for each element
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Exceptional Events Demonstration Development Tool
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Update Schedule:

7 AM - 8 AM Pacific Time, Tuesday-Friday. This tool may randomly stop working during these time windows. If you would like to get emails about updates and downtimes
outside the regularly scheduled windows, please email Rhonda Payne at WESTAR or Jay Baker at WESTAR . If you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please

email Rhonda Payne at WESTAR or Jay Baker at WESTAR .

Purpose of Tab:

This tab is used to define several attributes for the EE Demo being prepared. The information filled in on this page will be carried to all the other tabs in this tool.
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Choose monitor data
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Mouseover a site to see which pollutants are measured there

Click individual monitoring sites to include in this analysis
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Questions?
maryuhl@westar.org
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