
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND PUBLIC DECISIONMAKING

Good 

Better 

Best

Pulling in scientific research to provide supporting 

evidence for public decisions that have already been 

made.

Scientific evidence acts as the motivating rationale 

that public action may be needed to address a health, 

or air quality, problem.

Policy details of public decisions are determined 

based on information provided by scientific research.



“The significant revenues generated 

by pricing have been seen as an 

important source of benefits in 

[congestion pricing].”

“ the scheme wasn't expected to 

significantly affect air quality”



“the EPA’s own studies and 

pronouncements still in effect 

showed that it regarded 

chlorpyrifos as harmful”

“EPA’s [refusal to act] was 

arbitrary and capricious”









“It is good to use [scientific] evidence to support 

public decision-making…

…it is best when scientific research is used to 

shape the details of those decisions.”
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