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Janice Nolen
National Assistant Vice President, Policy

Where do we go with State of the Air?



FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY DO NOT DISTRIBUTE. Confidential and proprietary property of the American Lung Association, all rights reserved. 22

• Puts air pollution 
information into everyday 
language

• Provides very local 
information

• Focuses attention on ozone 
and particle pollution

What State of the Air Does



FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY DO NOT DISTRIBUTE. Confidential and proprietary property of the American Lung Association, all rights reserved. 33

Media coverage great & continues all year

Two weeks 
before the 2017 
report came 
out, Fox News 
Chris Wallace 
cited the 2016 
report in an 
interview with 
EPA 
Administrator 
Scott Pruitt.



FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY DO NOT DISTRIBUTE. Confidential and proprietary property of the American Lung Association, all rights reserved. 44

Why State of the Air?

ü To tell people how to protect themselves—millions 
face high risk of harm

ü To tell people how to fight for healthy air
ü To encourage and support programs to cut pollution 

and improve air quality

Why tell people about air quality?
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Why tell people about air quality?

Someone in every family faces higher risk from air pollution
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• Where we get the 
data 

• What we do with it
• How we grade and 

rank 

Into the Weeds
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• Annual look at air pollution since 2000
• Gives A- F Grades or Pass/Fail to 900 counties with 

monitors (out of 3,069 counties)
• Ranks 25 metro areas with worst pollution (& cleanest)
• Access county, state info by zip code 
• See local trends in air quality 

What is the State of the Air report?
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States Collect Air Pollution Data in 
2014, 2015 & 2016

EPA Reviews & Posts Data Online

Our Consultant Downloads the Data from EPA for Us 

We Calculate Grades & Rankings

Where we got the data for 2018 report
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We Calculate Grades 

Staff Share Grades With 
State/Local Air Agencies 

for their Review

We  Confirm Grades and Calculate Rankings

Once we get the data
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• Ozone (smog)
– Number of days with high 8-hour averages

• Particle pollution (soot, PM2.5)
– Short-term (24-hour) measures –number of days 

with high 24-hr averages, AKA “spikes”

– Year-round (annual average) measures 
“day-in and day-out”

• Only counties with monitors get grades 
• Grade only air quality—not “effort to clean 

up”

What we grade

Our grading is 
similar, but 
not the same, 
as EPA’s.
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Ozone

A- F
Grades

Particle 
Pollution

Short-term 
(24-hour averages)

Year-round 
(annual average)

A- F
Grades

Pass/Fail

How we grade
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• EPA yardstick for reporting air 
quality

• Translates monitored pollution 
levels into recommendations for 
action

• Used across the nation
• We use this for grading ozone & 

short-term particles (A- F grades) 

A-F Grades are Based on the Air Quality Index
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• A = 0 days with unhealthy levels over 3 years

• B = 1 to 2 unhealthy days

• C = 3 to 6 unhealthy days 

• D= 7 to 9 unhealthy  days

• F= 9 or more unhealthy days

What do the A- F grades mean? 

How we grade
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Year-round particle pollution is different

• Day in and day out levels averaged 
over a year

• Grades are compared to national 
standard and either Pass or Fail

• We use EPA’s calculation for each 
county’s—called a design value

• Fail means county has more than 
official limit of 12.0 µg/m3
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• No monitors = no grades. Fewer than 1/3 of counties 
have monitors
– 3,069 counties, but only about 900 with monitors
– Not all counties with monitors have both ozone & particle 

monitors
• EPA & states decide which counties get monitors—

not us
• No data = no grades. This year, 2 states & some 

counties had bad data for particle pollution, so not used

No grades = No data = No grades
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Looking at Milwaukee County, WI

Here are the 3 
categories and 
the grades for 

each
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• We have separate rankings for ozone, short-term 
particles and year-round particles

• We rank cities by their most polluted county. 
• Cities usually have more than one county.
• We rank them by the weighted average or design value of the 

most polluted county in the metropolitan area
• We follow U.S. Census definitions of city

– Metropolitan Statistical Area 
– Combined Statistical Area (may have more than one “city”)

How we rank cities
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www.stateoftheair.org or www.Lung.org/sota

http://www.stateoftheair.org/
http://www.lung.org/sota
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How to find the grade
• On the home page, scroll down to this question

and click to see the menu of states. 
• Scroll down to select a state. Or type in a zip code.
• State gets you to all the counties in that state,

including those without monitors
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What’s on the site?



FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY DO NOT DISTRIBUTE. Confidential and proprietary property of the American Lung Association, all rights reserved. 2121

What’s on the site?
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What’s on the site?
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Most polluted/ cleanest rankings
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Most polluted/ cleanest rankings
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County & Metro Web Pages

This shows  
report card for 
the 7-county 
Milwaukee 
Metro area.

Users  can send a 
message to support 

healthy air and share 
their own story.

We include the 
ranking for the 
metro area for 
each pollutant.
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Metro area page lets people compare the air 

You can compare 
2 cities

Check out current air quality info at AirNow.gov.
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Trend Charts show progress

The Red Line is the 
goal for a passing 

grade.

The Yellow 
Line shows  
weighted 

average # of 
days/year 

On this map, colors show 
the grades for each 

county with a monitor in 
the metro area. 
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• Toolkit
– Swiss Cheese press materials
– Talking points, FAQs, Fact Sheets
– Webinars on the basics and each year’s findings

• Embargoed & state PDFs of the report in Tool Kit 
– You can share with reporters, speakers, but they 

must respect the embargo
• Regional briefings

Resources for our field
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We Analyze Trends for Each Region

We’ll go over 
these with each 
region’s 
advocacy and 
communications 
team.
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• Get local media coverage
– Local grades—county by county
– Provides comparisons to other areas

• Mention grades in advocacy outreach
– Op-eds, letters to editor,  letters to officials

• Share on social media
• Get coverage all year long

What  do we do with  State of the Air?
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Why do we publish State of the Air? 

Millions of reasons
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So where else can we 
(reasonably) go?
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Our Credo

We will breathe easier when the air in every
American community is clean and healthy.

We will breathe easier when people are free from the addictive
grip of tobacco and the debilitating effects of lung disease.

We will breathe easier when the air in our public spaces and
workplaces is clear of secondhand smoke.

We will breathe easier when children no longer
battle airborne poisons or fear an asthma attack.

Until then, we are fighting for air.


